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Splintering: 
Peter watches the crucifixion from afar.

For baritone solo and piano, with oboe or violin, 
and soprano or two-part sopranos/trebles*.

Duration c. 9 minutes

*Two-part options are included as an appendix



Text:
From psalm 130 and psalm 22; and by Janet Oates with Cedric Lee.

Psalm 130 v.1   Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.

I wanted a warrior-king!
To lead Israel to a new order:
God’s Kingdom on earth,
Evil defeated,
A Messiah of power and glory.

What I got was... you.

I gave everything up to follow you –
It felt like a good deal;
Moments of intense joy...

When you washed my feet,
A feeling like falling in love,
As if you had washed the whole of me clean, clean.

The rock splintered
But my love was always strong

You ripped me apart:
(Any doubt, any question –

Slapped down,
Shown up)
Like I had failed you.

The rock splintered 
But my love was always strong.

‘Put up your sword!’ you said – how could I protect you then?
My love was not enough –
Lord, it was never enough. 

I was weak, Lord, Lord!.  But so were you!

The rock splintered.

Psalm 22 v. 14  I am poured out like water... 
v. 15 My heart has turned to wax; 

it has melted away within me.
v. 17 I can count all my bones.
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Sections A and C are here written for solo soprano with piano. 
Alternatively, the soprano line may be played by solo oboe or violin, or 
sung by 2-part treble/soprano solos or choir (supplied as an appendix).
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am poured out like wa ter,- like
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wa ter.-
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My
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heart has turned to wax, wax.
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section C for 2 treble or soprano parts
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It has mel ted- a way.- It has mel ted- a way- with -
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mel ted- a way.- It has mel ted- a way.-
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in me. I can
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count all my bones.
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Lord!

pp

34 C

34 C

34 C

34 C

&

&

& ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑

&
U

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
U

& ∑ ∑
U

? ∑ &
? ∑

&
U

∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑
U

∑

&
U

∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑

Œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙b ™ ˙ ™ Œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙

˙ ™ œ# œ œ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ Œ œ œ œ<n> œ<b> œb ˙ ™ Œ

˙# ™ ˙ ™ Œ
œb œ œ ˙ ˙

Œ

˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ w

˙ ˙ w w Ó œ œ

˙̇ ˙̇ ˙ ˙b

˙̇ ˙̇b www

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ w

Ó ˙# w

w wb w

ww w w

2


