Janet Oates
2021

Humming Suite

Four short pieces for clavichord (with vocalising)

1: absent-mindedly
2: wondering

3: listening

4: self-soothing

Total duration c.4 minutes

Written for and premiered by Francis Knights in Cambridge 2021,
this tiny suite explores the different functions of humming (a
favourite activity of minel). This relates to the intimacy of the
clavichord — it's as if we're privy to a series of free-floating
thoughts, and fleeting moods, expressed musically, rather than
hearing an external and formal performance.
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Humming suite

3

listening

Janet Oates

(any comfortable pitch-range)
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Janet Oates

self-soothing

Humming suite
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